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Letter from our Executive Director

As we look back on the achievements and impact of the past year
here at SAY, we are also in a season of celebration. This year
marks our 25th anniversary! Today, young adults and leaders in
our communities are in their 20s, 30s, and even 40s (time flies!)
who brighten our world, having arrived in our programs as kids
filled with potential and graduated with resilience, confidence, and
hope. Some of these young people arrived at our school-year-
round arts programs, Camp SAY, or a speech therapy session
having never met another person who stutters. What they
experience with us is community.

So many people in our world right now find themselves on the
sidelines or in someone else’s audience when what they truly seek
for connection and meaning is community. As you read through
this report and take in the beautiful images of young people using
their empowered voices, some writing down and sharing their own
creations aloud for the first time, the unifying theme is always
community. The stories we hear from the families we serve are
different, and the experiences of people who stutter moving
through the world are not all the same. But we all need
community, and that’s what we'll celebrate all year long.

In 2025-2026, our Confident Voices program in NYC brought back
our popular songwriting program, both in person and online. It
culminated in a showcase that brought down the house, filling the
air with original music and stories of courage. We continued our
groundbreaking partnership with NYC Public Schools, where our
staff specialist, Brooke Leiman Edwards, supported speech
therapists with professional development and resources for better
serving youth who stutter across our nation’s biggest school
district. We held another year of our beloved arts programs in

Washington, DC, which continues to grow and equip our
participants with the skills they need to thrive. Our online
program, The My Stutter Project, launched a new learning and
arts modality with an innovative animation project, resulting in
levels of creativity that blew us all away. And Camp SAY
continues to grow as we completed our 2nd summer at our new
home, Morgan’s Camp, in San Antonio, TX.

As we kick off this 25th anniversary year, our commitment to
community and access is as unwavering now as it was in October
2001, when our founder, Taro Alexander, first met with 7 youth
who stutter in a midtown Manhattan studio. As usual, our parents
often express why SAY matters best: “SAY gave our son
something every child deserves. Not just support. Not just
resources. But belonging. SAY reinforced for him that his voice
matters exactly as it is. That he does not need to hide. Or rush.
Or adjust his speech to make someone else comfortable. And
as parents, there is nothing more powerful than watching your
child realize they are fully worthy of being seen and heard.” -
SAY Parent.

Every gift you make to SAY supports this type of life-changing
impact and keeps our community thriving this year and for the

next 25.

Sincerely,

Russell Krumnow

Executive Director




The Magic

of SAY

Who We Are

SAY: The Stuttering Association for the
Young is a national non-profit that
empowers, supports, and advocates for
young people who stutter, fostering
confidence, community, and a world
that listens. We believe every voice
matters and are committed to building a
world where young people who stutter
feel supported, confident, and
empowered to share their unique
stories.

Who We Serve

Since 2001, SAY has offered
comprehensive and innovative
programs that address the physical,
social, and emotional impacts of
stuttering. Through summer camp,
regional day camps, speech therapy,
and creative arts programming, SAY
builds a community of acceptance,
friendship, and encouragement where
kids and teens who stutter can develop
the confidence and communication skills
they need to thrive.

What We Believe

SAY serves young people who stutter,
regardless of their socioeconomic
background. We have underwritten
millions of dollars in financial aid and
programming costs so that all children
from families seeking assistance can
access our impactful programs. To date,
we have never turned a child away
due to their family’s inability to pay.
Support from individuals, corporations,
foundations, and government agencies
helps us continue this legacy.







Camp SAY

- ” . . o
A Summer of Confidence ity oppebh v Tk oo
for all the gifts you continue to give our son!”

This summer, Camp SAY welcomed 100 young people who stutter in San Antonio,

— A SAY Parent

Texas. The two-week sleepaway camp brought together a community centered on
belonging, confidence, self-advocacy, friendship, creative expression, and the
freedom to communicate authentically. Of the 100 campers, 68 were returning,
and 32 were attending for the first time. Campers ranged from 8 to 18 years old,
traveling from 24 states, and four campers from Canada. Among families surveyed,
93% noticed positive changes in their child's confidence, communication,
independence, or participation after returning home; 100% would recommend
Camp SAY to another family; and 97% hoped their child would return.

At its heart, Camp SAY gives young people who stutter something many have
never experienced elsewhere: sustained time in a community where their voices
are understood, their stuttering doesn't require explanation, and they are
encouraged to take risks, form friendships, and be fully themselves. One longtime
camper, who had previously struggled to stay engaged through difficult moments,
spent the full two weeks at Camp SAY this summer. He learned to lean on
bunkmates and trusted staff when he felt overwhelmed— and by the end of camp,
he identified mentoring two younger campers as the accomplishment he was most
proud of.

97% 90%

made new friends built confidence

75% 16% 3397K

awarded in camp tuition

offered sliding-scale increase in enrollment to help remove financial
barriers for families

tution rate from previous year







Confident Voices

Creative Self-Expression

Confident Voices is SAY’s signature and longest-running program.
For more than 20 years, it has provided a welcoming, artistically rich
environment where young people who stutter can freely express
their ideas, stories, and imagination. This year, Confident Voices
offered four different creative programs. Each seasonal offering
guided participants on a journey of creativity and self-expression,
building skills over time while fostering a sense of home where each
person can shine their light.

The Songwriting Project

One of SAY’s most anticipated programs, the Songwriting Project is led by Grammy Award-nominated artist Everett Bradley. With the
help of music mentors and Teaching Artists, participants spent 8 weeks in the fall writing original songs in small groups. Regardless of
musical ability, the program puts peer connection at its core, keeping participants of varying skill levels and musical interests fully
engaged. The program culminated in a live performance at Manhattan's legendary Cutting Room. Everett assembled and led a band of
six musicians and vocalists to elevate our participants' voices and creations before a packed room of family and friends.

The Storytelling Project

The Storytelling Project ran for six weeks this past winter. The program continued the tradition of writing original plays
while broadening the scope to explore other forms of storytelling. In small, age-based groups, participants created
original characters and storylines ranging from everyday life in New York to fantasy creatures from other worlds. The
Storytelling Project culminated in an intimate studio share at Ripley-Grier in Manhattan, with guests in attendance.

The Mentor Project

The Mentor Project returned in the spring, allowing us to open our doors to adults who stutter and, in some cases, alums,
inviting them to participate actively in SAY programming. For six weeks, pre-teens, teens, and adults who stutter worked in
groups of four to five to create an original art project of their choosing—song, play, poem, presentation, magic show, and
more. The program culminated in a show at the Marjorie S. Deane Little Theater on the Upper West Side for our community.



“We cannot thank you enough for all the hard work and heart and
soul you and ALL the team put into making this happen. It was not
just amazing to see our son up there on the stage, but every single
musician and group that performed was so happy, and proud, and
talented...and we loved them all. This was not just a day or a
season for these kids. This program provides life-changing, lasting
confidence and encouragement for these kids as they grow up.
Please know how grateful and in awe we are of you all.”

The One-Act Project

For our seniors, the One Act Play Project is a capstone
program that lets each participant write and direct their
own show, professionally staged in an Off-Broadway
theater and performed by professional actors. In May, four
incredible SAY participants worked behind the scenes as
directors and showcased their original one-act plays. These
inspiring teens who stutter not only wrote and directed
their pieces but also guided actors in bringing their works
to life. They learned how to direct a cast and communicate
their vision to a group of designers.

95 9

hours of in-person brand-new participants

NYC programming

1 1 participants travelled from
3 different states

musicians and

mentors hired

— Message from a SAY Parent received after the Songwriting Project’s Performance
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“No words can express how vital and
essential SAY: DC is to my daughter. Her
confidence level has soared as she looks
forward to the weekend sessions with
the SAY: DC family. Thank you!”

— SAY Parent




SAY:DC

Painting, Poetry, and
Stuttering Pride

We had an absolutely incredible season at SAY: DC, our free weekly creative arts
program offered throughout the school year in Washington, DC. One of our
most rewarding projects was a series of mixed-media canvases created
collaboratively over several weeks. Using a variety of media, from drawing to
painting to collage, these pieces became rich with expressive mark-making and
imagery. It was amazing to see each young artist add their own unique style and
vision alongside their peers, and the way the pieces evolved into rich reflections of
collaboration was truly beautiful. In the end, the artwork powerfully reflected the
process of working together and engaging in a sensitive, nuanced artistic dialogue,

with the young artists listening and responding to each other in a deep, organic way.

Another highlight was preparing words and choreography for our Annual Benefit
Gala. The kids really went outside of their expressive comfort zones and had so
much fun in the process. After the rigors of practice and preparation, the audience
met them with rapturous support, and everyone there watched their confidence
skyrocket. We also introduced a Doodle Booth to the SAY: DC studio, where kids,
staff, and families can take turns drawing quick cartoon portraits of each other
anytime. This added an exciting, playful dynamic to the space, and it was magical to
see participants’ eyes light up as they engaged with each other around the booth.

60 22 100+

hours of programming returning participants works of art created

"We are very grateful to SAY DC and the environment
you cultivate with young people who stutter. Watching
my daughter’s confidence expand in real time over the
past few months has been amazing. Through therapy
with Brooke, she is enhancing her self-advocacy skills;
through time at the studio, she is engaging with the
arts (which she loves) and making new friends (all the
kids are so nice).”

— A SAY: DC Parent






My Stutter Project

A Space for Acceptance

The My Stutter Project offers a brave online space for young people who stutter to
make friends with others who understand what they're going through. This year,
participants met each weekend for community, support, and creative workshops in
the fall and spring.

The season kicked off with the Songwriting Project, a free, 8-week online program
where kids and teens who stutter explored creativity and self-expression through
songwriting. The session culminated in an online share of the songs created, and a
live performance for those who could attend in NYC, giving participants a chance
to share their songs with friends and family.

We also introduced a new program, the Animation Project! This 14-week online
program gave kids and teens who stutter the chance to create their very own
animated short, from the first sketch to the final scene. We couldn’t have done it
without guidance from SAY’s talented Teaching Artist and animator, Elijah, who
helped create each animation. In May, we held our first-ever end-of-season
showcase to watch their incredible animations.

new participants US states represented 1 4

original songs were
written and original
animations illustrated

days of countries represented
programming

“SAY had a really positive impact on our daughter. She
absolutely loved being part of the program and
connecting with other young people. Most
importantly, we saw a real increase in her confidence
when speaking and expressing herself. She became
more comfortable using her voice and participating in
conversations, and it was wonderful to see her become
more confident in herself.”

— A SAY Parent



SAVE

“SAY programming and speech therapy
have been fantastic resources for
supporting my son and his relationship with
his stutter. It creates an incredibly safe,
caring, and creative environment for
learning and developing self-confidence. It
is truly reflective of the dedicated and
thoughtful staff who are fully invested in
the well-being of children and adults in the
stuttering community.”

— SAY Participant




SAY: Speech

Holistic Speech
Therapy

Because stuttering and its impact vary so much from

(2

person to person—and even from day to day as a child
grows—SAY: Speech embraces a flexible approach to
speech therapy that meets each child and family where
they are. Drawing on a range of evidence-based therapy
approaches and input from the child and family, SAY:
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Speech Director and board-certified stuttering specialist
Brooke Leiman Edwards tailors therapy to each family’s
priorities and goals! This year, we welcomed 19 new
clients and held over 600 speech therapy appointments
for young people who stutter in New York, Maryland, and
Washington, DC.

At SAY’s peer mentorship group, “Intervision,” speech
therapists of all experience levels gathered online to share
and learn from one another through case presentations
and breakout discussion groups. The program had over
100 participants from 25 states and even international
participants.

“Brooke always has something new and generous to offer our child—an idea,
something to try, a different perspective, or even a connection with another
young person who stutters. She’s created a safe space for both challenges and

wins, and makes room for whatever is happening and needed in the moment.”
— SAY Parent

SAY Participants Feautred at DC Exhibition

The Planet Word Museum in Washington, DC, launched a
digital “Stuttering Beacon” exhibit—created in
collaboration with ASHA and with consultation from SAY’s
own Director of SAY: Speech, Brooke Leiman Edwards.
This interactive beacon helped visitors understand
stuttering better, encouraging people to focus on what
someone says rather than how they say it.

Department of Education Collaboration

Brooke Leiman Edwards, Director of SAY: Speech, has
partnered with NYC Public Schools to support speech
therapists with resources, mentorship, and training to
empower students who stutter in school settings. As part
of the program this year, Brooke hosted a webinar for 271
DOE speech therapists, providing free, accessible
resources and support for school-based speech therapists
working with students who stutter in the public school
system. This is an evergreen resource accessed by
thousands of speech therapists whenever they need
guidance.

This year, Brooke also gave testimony at the NYC Council
Meeting about improving the communication environment
for students who stutter in public schools and helping
increase the confidence of school-based speech therapists.



Parénts

SAY: Parents is our free group for parents and caregivers
that helps you access vital information, resources, and a
supportive community. This year, we connected with
families across the nation, with additional countries
including Canada and Australia.

This program offered special guest lectures,
presentations, and discussions with experts on topics such
as navigating teasing and bullying and the roles speech
therapy and support can play in the lives of children who
stutter and their families. Our incredible co-hosts included
decorated speech professionals like Caryn Herring, Ph.D.,
CCC-SLP, Tim Flynn, M.S., CCC-SLP, and Professor Scott
Yaruss PhD, CCC-SLP BCS-SCF, F-ASHA.

SAY: Parents offers a supportive space to ask questions
and hear perspectives from adults who stutter, other
parents, caregivers, and speech pathologists.

1 2 registered participants

Guest Speakers &
Guest co-hosts

| LOVE the Monday night parent groups! It is my only
opportunity to connect with others in the stuttering
community, and | look forward to attending them every
month! Hearing stories from people who stutter was very
eye-opening and helpful, since | do not stutter. That has
really helped me see things from different perspectives
and learn how to better help my child. Hearing from
other parents is also reassuring that we are not alone.”

— SAY Parent
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SAY: Financials

FY2026: September 1, 2025 - August 31, 2026

SAY continued its legacy of access for all families, no
matter their financial background. School year-round
programming was again offered at no cost, and both
Camp SAY and our personalized speech therapy program
were offered on a "pay what you can" basis, allowing
youth who stutter to access these high-quality programs
regardless of their ability to pay.

This commitment to our core belief that every voice
matters means the team here at SAY relies on supporters
of all stripes to underwrite those program costs through
giving. One of the best ways you can contribute to this
work is to become a recurring donor at whatever level
works with your budget.

In our most recent fiscal year, supporters of all kinds
gave nearly $1.9 million to make that promise of
accessibility real for the families we serve.

Earned Revenue Indiviglual
11% Donations
15%
Government
Grants
10%

Corporate Contributions
5%

Special Events
Foundation grants 39%
20%

SAY Budget Revenue Breakdown

We're so grateful for this community, which opens doors of
opportunity for so many families and lets us say “yes” to kids
who stutter, no matter their financial situation. As costs rise, this
commitment to access for all makes our fundraising efforts even
more essential. Join us in building community for more youth
who stutter in the year ahead: say.org/donate


http://say.org/donate
http://say.org/donate

Thank You to Our Supporters

We are truly grateful for every one of our incredible individual, foundation, corporate, & government donors who make our
life-changing work possible. This list reflects the generous donors who supported SAY with a gift of $500 or more from
September 1, 2025, to August 31, 2026.

$50,000 & ABOVE

Common Sense Fund

Mariska Hargitay &
Peter Hermann

Moglia Family Foundation

NYC Department of Cultural
Affairs

Maria Sarath Ragucci &
Fred Ragucci

The New York Community Trust

$25,000 - $49,999

Riki Alexander

Chase Bliss Audio LLC

Elaine Dannheisser Foundation

Joni Corn & Tim Frank

Stephanie, Jeff &
Sam Hurwitz

Thomas Kail

National Endowment For The
Arts (NEA)

New York State Council On The
Arts (NYSCA)

Jenny & Jon Steingart

The Dr. Cyrus Katzen Foundation

The Nanette & Budd Mayer
Memorial Fund

Marcia Withers

$15,000 - $24,999

Caitlin Davis Bloom &
Lackland H. Bloom, lll

Gerold & Jana Klauer

James J. Sarath

SCOPE - Summer Camp
Opportunities Promote
Education, Inc.

$10,000 - $14,999

Alton Aviation Consultancy

American Chai Trust

Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen
Foundation

Axe-Houghton Foundation

Betty Stieren Kelso Foundation

Casey Close

Mark & Stefanie Crichton

Will Edwards & Emily Barreca

Elroy and Terry Krumholz
Foundation, Inc.

Find Your Light Foundation

Leslie & Bernard Friedman

Lisa Hertz

Keith Haring Foundation

Kovler Family Foundation

Lisa Leguillou

Karen Lotman

Etta & John Marshall

Brian & Ksenia McGrath

Murar Foundation, Inc.

Claudia & Mark Negron

Timothy Pfeifer

The Glastenbury Foundation, Inc.

The Thomas & Agnes Carvel
Foundation

Tom Viola, Broadway
Cares/Equity Fights Aids

Justin Waller & Michael Stehlik

$5,000 - $9,999
MaryAnn Archambo
Melissa Bachochin
BH Asset Management LLC
Carolyn & William Blodgett
Robert & Eunice Burnett
Jennifer Carr Brod & Stefan Brod
Tom & Priscilla Chow
Megan & Chris Contakes
Davidson Kempner Capital
Management
Mark Eldaief
Michael Ferraro
Joe Gatto
Jeff Gramm
H-E-B Tournament of Champions
Charitable Trust
Charles Helme
Kazickas Family Foundation
Pat & Linda Korte
Lily Palmer Fry Memorial Trust,
Bank of America, N.A., Co-T
Juan & Christiane Litvak
Donn & Michele Lux
Drew Lynch
Pat & Robert Mayer
Leanne Morgan
Chad & Kim Morganlander
David Nachman &
Arthur Herskowitz
Lawrence & Jennifer Phillips
Debra Fram & Eric Schwartz
Sumer Singh &
Veronika Poplavskaya
Meredith Strangfeld
The H.W. Wilson Foundation
The Joseph and Mildred Thelen
Memorial Foundation

United Talent Agency
Vollman Foundation
Adam Wallach
Emil Salman &

Meira Yisraeli Salman

$1,000 - $4,999
Diane & Arthur Abbey
Mindelyn & Donovan Anderson
Anonymous
David & Sara Armstrong
Danielle & Rick Arnstein
Brian Baker
Evan & Barbara Bell
Lindsay & Stephen Bennett
Maggie & Millard Bennett
Michael Bethancourt
Alex Brightman
Robert Browning
William Burns
Aristeia Capital
Marlene Canapi
Anonymous
Ruby Carmen
Matthew Carrigan
Joy & Jim Wallis
Chris Casserly
Linda & Joel Chess
Alison Conn & Jordan Pollinger
Therese & Peter Conn
Joseph Contino, Sr.
Kerry & Noah Cornman
Mark Corrigan
Brenda Costello & Joel Wiginton
Liz & David Cowburn
Tucker Des Lauriers
Jessica DuLong & Ben Rubin
Egna Family Foundation
Linda Engelhardt &

Herbert Goldberg



Brian & Juliet Englander
Epstein Family Foundation
Rachel Glube & David Friedman
Kevin & Yolanda Friend
Abbey & Laurence Gardner
Giant Food
Christine & George Giga
Judith Gluckstern
Sunny & Brad Goldberg
Scott Graeves
Cathy & Carl Graf
Dan Kaplan & Amy Graydon
Greig Family
Elise Kamen & Steven Grossblatt
Hannah S. and Samuel A. Cohn
Memorial Foundation
Joan Harris & Ed Sarath
Lee Harris
Geri & Mason Haupt
Alaina Hawkins
Anonymous
Anonymous
Richard Hester & Michael Mastro
Honeybee Foundation
Everett Hopkins
Iron Workers Local Union #40,
Bob Walsh
Kevin & Stephanie Jenkins
Barrett Johnson
Anonymous
Sandra & Michael Kamen
Pavala Kane
Bettina & Michael Klein
Julia & Ezra Knight
Renee & Carl Landegger
Anonymous
David Lee
Levain
Anonymous
Kenneth & Patricia Lore
Lucille Lortel Foundation
Marcus Luperini
Taylor Lynch
Ivan Marshalleck &
Margaret Jones
Anonymous
Sherman & Chris Meloni
Metzger-Price Fund, Inc.
John Mirsepahi
Danielle & Steven Mirsky

Ms. Meryl Streep, Silver Mountain
Foundation for the Arts

Netflix

Carol & Julius Nicolai

Brian O'Neil

Donna & Joseph Pastore

Jackie & Franklin Paulson

Lyndsy & Adam Paulson

Susan Peak

Percent Pledge Foundation at the
Giving Back Fund

Cliff Perlman, Esq.

Dean Pitchford & Michael Mealiffe

Roland Pointner

Rich & Ania Poinvil

Barbara & Alan Polinsky

Harriet & Douglas Rachlin

Elsa Simo-Ramirez & Julio Ramirez

Justin Reynolds

Tommie Robinson, Jr.

Rick Rodriguez

Victor Rodriguez

Rosenblatt Family Fund

Nancy & Charles Rosenblatt

John Rosenkild

Debbie Russell &
Paul Ovchinnikoff

Kelly Sauders

Francine L. Savage

Arron Saxe

Gregory Schiano

Scott Schwartz

Shachar & Jason Scott

Riki & Michael Sheehan

Eric Silverman

Keira & Brian Smith

Jocelyn Sontag

David Steiner

Richard Stern & Karen Merszei

Drs. Jill & Michael Stifelman

Shannon & Kimberly Texeira

The Marilyn Lichtman Foundation

The Office of County Legislator
Margaret Cunzio

Rita & Walter Thurman

TowerCares Foundation

Liz Tuccillo

Margaret Turner & Kyle Fraser

Joshua Urist

Charles Varvaro

Meredith Vieira

Peter Wessel

Mark & Sarah Whitener

Michael Williams

World Bank Community
Connections Campaign

Susan Ziskin & Daniel Ginsberg

$500 - $999

Paula B. Adams

Rachel Aguirre

Denise Albero

Diana & Ari Avram

Michael & Michelle Bender

Dorothy & Sean Bennett

Jim Benson

Suzanna M. Bryan

Seth & Lori Cardeli

Laura Cashion & Michael Hunter

Chicago Community Foundation

Comcast Cable Communications,
Inc.

Dr. Beth, Ava & Albert Comeau

Catherine Coughlan

Jonathan DeFeo

Jamal Tyler Douglas

Ricardo Douglas Sr

Kathleen Doyle-Hunt

Brett Egan

Kristin Ferraro

Norene & Arnold Foster

Micki & Robert Friedman

Greg & Laura Galvin

Peter & Marnie Gelfman

Anonymous

Gordon Feinblatt LLC

Marylin Granat

Gabrielle & Rob Greenberg

Abraham & Dena Greenstein

Tobey Grumet Segal

Bonnie & Ron Guidry

Anonymous

Anonymous

Harry S. & Kathleen H. Melikian
Foundation

Corie Hawks

Diane Hayes

Mike Herman & Dina Pruzansky

Avy Hirshman

Samara & David Holland

Anand lyer

Georgia Juvelis

Barbara Kafka

Cathy Kameka

Itir Karaesmen

Michael Karam

Leslie & Jordan Klein

Rochelle & Wilfred Klein

Daniel Kosan

Brandon Lawhead

Susan & Larry Lesser

Frank Liwall

Christopher Lofgren

Edward Lowy

Chris Lynch

Evan Malter

Barbara Manocherian

Deborah & Rich Mazzella

Christopher McCabe

Jennifer McGrath

Michele McGrath

Marilyn Moles-Carlisle

Aloysius Ordu

Jeffrey Orr

Audra Ottaway

John Parsons

Pennebaker Family

Kyle Pierce & Daryl Shorter

Karen Levenberg & Nathan Potter

Anonymous

RBC Foundation

Zeynep Reess

Daniel Ritchie

Dale Rogerson

Marta Rudolph

Carol Sarath

Rabbi Edward Schecter, Temple
Beth Shalom

Katharine Sigman

Vivian Sklar

Emma Smith

Carl Spalding

Laura & George Springer, Jr.

Kelley Stephens

Jason Stewart

Jeanine Tesori

Waranch & Brown, LLC

Christine Weldon

Patti West

Alexander & Michelle Zajac
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	We also introduced a new program, the Animation Project! This 14-week online program gave kids and teens who stutter the chance to create their very own animated short, from the first sketch to the final scene. We couldn’t have done it without guidance from SAY’s talented Teaching Artist and animator, Elijah, who helped create each animation. In May, we held our first-ever end-of-season showcase to watch their incredible animations.
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	SAY: Speech

	Holistic Speech Therapy
	Because stuttering and its impact vary so much from person to person—and even from day to day as a child grows—SAY: Speech embraces a flexible approach to speech therapy that meets each child and family where they are. Drawing on a range of evidence-based therapy approaches and input from the child and family, SAY: Speech Director and board-certified stuttering specialist Brooke Leiman Edwards tailors therapy to each family’s priorities and goals! This year, we welcomed 19 new clients and held over 600 speech therapy appointments for young people who stutter in New York, Maryland, and Washington, DC.
	At SAY’s peer mentorship group, “Intervision,” speech therapists of all experience levels gathered online to share and learn from one another through case presentations and breakout discussion groups. The program had over 100 participants from 25 states and even international participants.
	SAY Participants Feautred at DC Exhibition
	The Planet Word Museum in Washington, DC, launched a digital “Stuttering Beacon” exhibit—created in collaboration with ASHA and with consultation from SAY’s own Director of SAY: Speech, Brooke Leiman Edwards. This interactive beacon helped visitors understand stuttering better, encouraging people to focus on what someone says rather than how they say it.

	Department of Education Collaboration
	Brooke Leiman Edwards, Director of SAY: Speech, has partnered with NYC Public Schools to support speech therapists with resources, mentorship, and training to empower students who stutter in school settings. As part of the program this year, Brooke hosted a webinar for 271 DOE speech therapists, providing free, accessible resources and support for school-based speech therapists working with students who stutter in the public school system. This is an evergreen resource accessed by thousands of speech therapists whenever they need guidance.
	This year, Brooke also gave testimony at the NYC Council Meeting about improving the communication environment for students who stutter in public schools and helping increase the confidence of school-based speech therapists.

	SAY: Parents

	252
	registered participants
	SAY: Parents is our free group for parents and caregivers that helps you access vital information, resources, and a supportive community. This year, we connected with families across the nation, with additional countries including Canada and Australia.
	This program offered special guest lectures, presentations, and discussions with experts on topics such as navigating teasing and bullying and the roles speech therapy and support can play in the lives of children who stutter and their families. Our incredible co-hosts included decorated speech professionals like Caryn Herring, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, Tim Flynn, M.S., CCC-SLP, and Professor Scott Yaruss PhD, CCC-SLP, BCS-SCF, F-ASHA.
	SAY: Parents offers a supportive space to ask questions and hear perspectives from adults who stutter, other parents, caregivers, and speech pathologists.
	I LOVE the Monday night parent groups! It is my only opportunity to connect with others in the stuttering community, and I look forward to attending them every month! Hearing stories from people who stutter was very eye-opening and helpful, since I do not stutter. That has really helped me see things from different perspectives and learn how to better help my child. Hearing from other parents is also reassuring that we are not alone.”
	— SAY Parent


	Events & Milestones
	SAY Participant Featured at MET Museum
	This summer, SAY participant Stephanie’s artwork was featured at the Metropolitan Museum of Art!  She has been part of the SAY family for nearly 10 years, and watching her grow into the talented, creative young artist she is today has been an absolute joy. This is a monumental achievement, and we’re so proud of her!

	12th Annual Paul Rudd All-Star Bowling Benefit
	24th Annual SAY Benefit Gala In NYC
	On April 20th, the SAY community gathered at the beautiful Current at Chelsea Piers in New York City. The Gala honored our amazing SAY: Hero Award recipients, Joel Korte and Drew Lynch, and our incredible Budd Mayer Advocacy Award recipients, Lackland H. Bloom, III and Claudia & Mark Negron, while raising crucial funds for SAY’s life-changing programs.

	2nd Annual DC Benefit Gala

	Director of Speech Named ASHA Media Champion
	This year, Brooke Leiman Edwards, our Director of SAY: Speech, was named a recipient of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association’s (ASHA) 2026 Media Champion Award! Brooke was recognized for her contribution to the interactive exhibit about stuttering at the Planet Word Museum in Washington, D.C.

	Annual George Springer Bowling Benefit
	Camp SAY: Memphis
	Camp SAY: Across the USA returned to Memphis in partnership with The Orpheum Theatre. This was a free, two-day camp for kids and teens who stutter, focusing on connection, creativity, and empowerment.

	Camp SAY: Across the USA heads to Westchester
	Camp SAY Reunion
	In February, our Camp SAY community gathered from across the country for a joyful virtual Camp SAY Reunion on Zoom! One highlight of the day was welcoming a few special surprise guests who stopped by to say hello, including American Idol contestant Jesse Findling and Survivor’s Mitch Guerra.
	SAY Budget Revenue Breakdown

	SAY: Financials
	FY2026: September 1, 2025 - August 31, 2026
	In our most recent fiscal year, supporters of all kinds gave nearly $1.9 million to make that promise of accessibility real for the families we serve.
	We’re so grateful for this community, which opens doors of opportunity for so many families and lets us say “yes” to kids who stutter, no matter their financial situation. As costs rise, this commitment to access for all makes our fundraising efforts even more essential. Join us in building community for more youth who stutter in the year ahead: say.org/donate

	Thank You to Our Supporters
	We are truly grateful for every one of our incredible individual, foundation, corporate, & government donors who make our life-changing work possible. This list reflects the generous donors who supported SAY with a gift of $500 or more from September 1, 2025, to August 31, 2026.
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